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DATA  FOR  1944  ARE  PRELIMINARY;  1945  TENTATIVE  INDICATIONS 
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outDut  Of  Inn?        K  H  ' ^^M'  ^^^^^^''^  ^°        s'iQhtly  below  the  near  record  1945 

abfrwiM  1  56  b.l  ,on  eggs.  Th,  number  of  layers  on  hand  on  January  I,  1946  prob- 
ably w,l  be  somewhat  larger  than  on  January  I,  1945  but  with  egg  prices  dur  ng  1946  av- 
eraging lower  than  .n  1945,  heavier  cull ing  of  flocks  probably  will  occur  during  the  year. 

resultJ^l'"'°'^"'*'°"  '"J^"^"  was  about  40  percent  above  1940.  About  1/3  of  the  increase 
resulted  tram  gains  in  the  rate  of  lay. 
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Ihe  Poultry  and  Zgg  Situation  at  a  Glance 


Item 


Unit 


Month 


Average 
193U-U3 


19UI+ 


19U5 


Average  num'ber  of  layers 
on  farme   


Bate  of  lay  per  hen 


Apparent  civilian  per 
capita  eoneusptlon 


7arm  price 


fana  price  as  percentage 
of  parity   


Betall  price  (B.A.l!.) 

Sgg-feed  ratio   

StockB!  1/ 


ComiBents  about  19^5 


Trozen   

Dried   

Chicks  hatched 


Potential  layers  on  farms  1/ 
Pullets  not  of  laying  age 
7arm  price  of  laying  maah 


Jam  price  of  chicken 


?arm  price  as  percentage 
of  parity   


Taro  price  as  pex>.~atag3 
of  parity   


Stocks t  1/ 


Turkey- feed  ratio 


Becelpts  of  poultry  at 
Central  Western  Primary 
Markets,  per  plant   


17    Znd  of  month.       2/    Average  I939-U3 


:  Million  dozen 

Oct. 

1S2.8 

27"+.  3 

261.7 

:  Ixceeded  only  in  19Uh. 

Million 

* 

293.5 

376.1 

•  Sujaber 

IM  8.75 

8.79 

!  A  record  for  me  ei^th  coneecu- 
•        tlve  month. 

> 

•  Bofflher 

■ 

23 

30 

31 

Continues  at  high  rate. 

29.2 

U2  6 

*    Son  finno  1     4n/*^ABOA      k\  >»  1^^  0 1 
■    vcttovucL^   xuCA^vaBtr  nox^iUcix* 

c 

:  Percent 

« 

80 

89 

98 

:Ce&t6  per  dozen 

Sept» 

35.1 

51.1* 

57.2 

*      Pmini)  R  ^ A  All 

Oct. 

15.2 

13.'* 

It)  R 

I 

•  AiAOitoeajm  vauoB 

R 

U.OlO 

2,905 

1  672 

1 

!    TiDVAfi^              ITnTPm^PT*   ^    An  y*^/*ny*A 
*     AJUWCDb     AVA    AlUVCIUwCrX     X              X  C  L>OxQ  ■ 

Commercial  stocks  about  1.1 
million  cases. 

: Thousand  cases 

n 

3,U21 

U,806 

■  Withdrawals  far  below  average. 

:  Million  pounds 

a 

10U.5 

27.6 

;  Million 

« 

18.8 

29.0 

Demand  for  chicks  for  meat  pur- 
poses remains  strong. 

:  Million 

■ 

2/U86.1 

529.1 

?t2.5 

:  Million 

n 

15"*.  1 

138.1 

169.3 

tDollars  per  cwt. 

a 

3.57 

3.65 

:  Poultry 

; Cents  per  pound 

Oct. 

15.9 

?3.8 

2U.3 

September,  largest  on  record. 

:  Percent 

a 

102 

123 

122 

i Cents  per  pound 

Sept. 

32.2 

»*3.5  [ 

I 

;  Cents  i>er  pound 

! 

Oct. 

2/20.5 

51.8 

32.5 

Demand  for  tuiU.ey,  especially 
smaller  sixes,  remains  strong. 

:  Percent 

* 

100 

130 

129 

t 
t 

;  Million  pounds 

■ 

93.»* 

202.0 

191.9  ' 

About  one-fifth  Government- owned. 
Commercial  stocks  near  record. 

!  Million  pounds 

■ 

42.1 

U2.I  : 

Commercial  stocks  largest  on  record. 

t 

:    Pounds  feed 

■ 

8.2 

8.2 

8.2  1 

: 

:    Pounds  feed 

« 

9.3 

11.0 

11.0  : 

Tavorable  to  turkey  producers. 

: Thousand  pounds 

a 

32.0 

U2.7 

U5.1  ; 
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SUr-lKARY 

Production  of  eggs  during  the  first  half  of  19^6  is  expected  to  "be 
alDout  the  same  as  in  the  first  half  cf  19^5*  numoer  of  hens  and  pul-   •  • 

lets  on  farms  January  1,  15^6  will  "be  at  least  as  large  as  on  January  1, 
I9U5.     Civilian  demand  for  eggs  is  expected  to  remain  fairly  strong,  although 
it  vrill  he  weaker  than  in  the  first  half  of  19^?,  when  consumer  income  was  at 
a  record  level  and  when  meat  su-o-olies  were  short.     Military  demand  for  eggs 
vrill  "be  reduced,  "but  this  will  not  result  in  much  decrea'^e  in  demand,  since 
demo"bilized  n^-rsonnel  v/ill  he  added  to  the  civili,an  po-oulation.     Hov/ever,  r^er 
car>ita  disappearance  of  eggs  in  the  arm.ed  forces  has  run-  a"bout  one-third 
higher  than  civilian  consum-p.ti  on  per  capiat  a. 

If  exoorts  of  eggs  in  the  first  half  of  19^^,  or  production  of  dried 
eggs  for  export,  should  a-oproximate  the  quantity  exported  under  lend  lease 


N0VE:'ISj5R  19115  -  i+  -  ' 

in  the  first  half  of  1.9^5  (aoout  3OO  million  dozen,  shell-egg  equivalent) 
declines  in  egg  prices  from  Kovemher  to  the  flush  production  season  in  19^6 
prohably  will  he  of  the  usual  seasonal'  magnitude.     On  the  other  hand",'  if 
there  is  little  or  no  export  demand,  sharp  price  declines  will  take  place, 
and  the  v-verage  price  received  "by  farmers  for  eggs  will  prohahly  be  at  or 
near  support  levels, 

Chicken  ■orices  in  the  f  ir'^t  half  of  19^6  T-irohaoly  will  br^  moderately 
below  the  previ^.us  year,  but  .at  .a'bot).t  .prg-^ent  ^levels.  _  The  decan'i-^Gupply  gan 
in  the  first  half -of  19^"^?  wa5  ,Yery .v/id9»  ,  , ^ivi  lian  . suppl ies ,  of  chicken  meat 
■nrobably  will  be  hear  record  levels,  but  contifeuati-m  of  consum.r==r .purchasing 
•nower  at  a  high  level,  conrpared  with  prewar,  will 'fend  t"o  prevent  prices  from 
declining  greatly.  "J 

^oth  egg  product i.5n' and  output  of  chicken,  ..meat  during  October  ^^;ere  of 
near  record  pro"oort  ions,     SuppXiee_  of.  eggs,  chick  en &,   a.\i3  t'::!rke.vs  L-cr  civilians 
were  lorobably  at  the  highest  levels  on  record  for     cto'^jer,.^    •? rT-^es  of  eggs 
held  f  irm       ceilings,  but-  chicken  prices  wer.e  jso  TP.ew>3at  bel  ov;  c  .^!,li-\gs-  except 
for  heavy  fowl.     Tiirkey  prices  of  the  light  cr---v'eight  classif  icaoions  were  at 
ceilings,  but  heavy-weight  birds  were,  subs.tant ially  below  ceilings. 

Stocks  of  shell  eggs  were  th^e  lowest  on  record  for  i^ioveiuber  1,  On 
the  other  ha.nd,.  the  into-storage -movement  of  poultry  me:-..t  during  October 
was  at  an  a.ll-time  high. 

,  ...'!  — November .  21 ,  19^5 
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OUTLOOK 

Egg  Brices  j'^iay  Decline  More  Than 

Seasonally  in  the  Winter  and  Early  S-pring 

-rices  received  "by  farmers  for  eggs  after  Kovem'ber  may  decline  more 
than  seasonally,  and  may  "be  at  or  near  sup-oort  levels  during  the  flush  pro- 
duction season  of  13^6.     The  major  '-orice  uncertainty  lies  in  the  export 
demand.     If  exports  of  eggs,  or  production  of  dried  eggs  for  export  during 
the  first  half  of  19^6  should  ap'iroximate  actual  exports  under  lend-lease 
in  the  first  half  of  194-5 »  declines  in  ^orides  received  "by  farmers  protahly 
will  "be  no  more  than  usual  for  that  season.     On  the  other  hand,  if  little  or 
no  export  demand  materializes,  price  declines  will  "be  sharp.     Daring  the 
first  half  of  19^5*  exports  of  dried  eg£,s  under  lend-lease  totaled  ahout 
100  lalllion  pounds  ( ec^tuival ent  to  3*^0  million  dozen  eggs). 

Civilian  demand  for  eggs  will  he  somewhat  weaker  during  the  early  part 
of  19^6  than  in  the  corresponding  Toeriod  of  19^5»        ^  result  of  increased 
supplies  of  red  meats  and  some  reduction  in  consumer  income.     Daring  the  first 
half  of  19^5j  P^'i"  capita  egg  consumption,  at  ceiling  prices,  was  over  200  eggs 
per  person,    ^ore  eggs  per  capita  prohahly  will  he  available  for  civilian  con- 
sumption in  the  first  half  of  19^6,  unless  a  strong  export  demand  materializes. 

kxmy  pr»curement  of  eggs  will  he  sulostantially  reduced,  "but  the  net 
reduction  in  demand  will  not  "be  as  great,  since  demo"bilized  personnel  will  he 
added  to  the  civilian  population.     Per  capita  disappearance  of  eggs  in  the  armed 
forces,  however,  averaged  ahout  one-thir  d  more  than  for  civilians. 

Chicken  Heat  Prices  Likely  to  he 
"U"nchan-q:ed 

Chicken  meat  trices  during  the  first  half  of  19'^6  are  expected  to  re- 
main near  present  levels,  "but  i-'ill  prohahly  average  moderately  helow  the 
first  h^lf  of  19^5.    P  rices  received  "by  farmers  in  January-June  19^5  averaged 
26  cents  per  poiond,  a  record  high  for  the  S-month  period, 

Sup-olies  of  chicken  meat  v;ill  he  decreasing  seasonally,  hut  will  he  some- 
what larger  than  in  the  first  half  of  19^5»     'Civilian  supplies  will  he  suhstan- 
tially  gres.ter  than  a  year  earlier,  h  ecause  of  the  sharp  reduction  in  military 
procurement.     Slaughter  of  farm  chicken  meat  is  expected  to  he  somewhat  larger 
during  the  first  half  of  I9U6  than  in  the  first  half  of  I9U5,  hecause  of  a 
prospect ive  ;he^v"ier  culling  of  layers  o"ing  to  lower  egg  prices.     Output  of  com- 
mercial hroilers  prohahly  v/ill  not  he  much  different  in  the  first  half  of  19^6, 
compared  v;ith  the  firr-t  half   of  19^5*  as  a  result  of  record  hatchings  in  the 
fall  of  19^-^5»  which  will  he  followed  hy  a  high  level  of  hroiler  production  at 
least  through  the  first  q.uarter  next  ye3r, 

Civiliah  demand  for  chicken  meat  is  expected  to  remain  fairly  strong, 
reflecting  continuation  of  a  high  level  of  riurchasing  power,  though  helow 
19^5»    Wholesale  and  retail  prices  may  he  near  ceiling  level s^  in  contrast  to 
the  situation  which  existed  durihg  the  first  half  of  19^5  when  above- ceiling 
sales  were  reported.     The  effect  of  increased  civilian  sur)TDlies  of  chicken  in 
the  first  half  of  19^6  compared  with  I9HR  will  he  reflected  first  in  increased 
consumjbt ion  without  much  c^iange  in  price. 
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Cull in;5:  Rat e  Below  Last  Year 

Farm  egg  production  during  October  v/as  262  million  dozen  eggs,  5 
percent  "below  October  19^^t  "but  othervn.sc^the  largest  for  that  month,_  For 
the  eighth  consecutive  month,  egg  production  ^er  layer  was  at  a  record  level. 
The.  number  of  eggs,  produced  per  layer  during  October  vras  3,79  eg^s,  about 
1  -Dercent , above  last  year  and  13  rjercent  above  the  193^"^ ^'  average.    For  the 
year  as  a  whole, iproduction  per  average  layer  will' probably  average  154  eggs, 
U  percent  above  last  year  and  18  percent  above  the  prewar  19'^5--39  average* 

The  average  number  of  layers  on  farms  during  October  was  357»2  million 
birds,  5  percent  belo-vrr  last  year.     This  percentage  decrease  compared  v;ith 
last  year  was  about  the  same  in  September,     However,  the  number  of  young 
chickens  in  farm  flocks  increased  during  the  past  month,  indicating  a  lower 
culling  rate  than  in,  the  -nrevious  October,    The  number  of  layers  and  potential 
layers  in  farm  flocks  on  November  1,  19^+5  was  5^3  million  head,  2.5  percent 
above  November  1,  19^4.    On  October  1,  19^5»  ^he  number  of  layers  and  potential 
layers  was  1,7  ■oercent  above  the  previous  October  1,    Accounting  for  the  lower 
culling  rate  was  the  strengthening  in  the  egg  market  during  October, 

Egg  Prices  Reasonably  Well  in  Balance 
With  Demand  at  Ceiling  L ev cl s 

With  egg  production  below  last  year  and  with  the  smallest  commercial 
shell  egg  stocks  in  history  as  offsetting  factors  to  the  reduction  in  Army 
procurement,  egg  prices  during  October  and  November  were  firm  at  ceiling  levels, 
■This  is  in  contrast  to  the  situation  which  existed  immediately  following  V-J 
Day,  when  sharp  price  declines  occured,  especially  on  lower  grades.  Civilian 
consumption  .appeared  to  be  holding  up  very  well.     Retail  sales  during  November 
at  Chicago  were  running  about  3O  percent  above . November  19^4. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  in  mid-October  for  eggs  averaged  U2,6 
cents  per  dosen,  98  percent  of  parity,  and  3»3  cents  above  October  15,  19^4» 
Since  mid-October  wholesale  and  retail  egg  prices  have  remained  firm  at 
ceiling  levels.     Ceiling  prices  are  unchanged  from  October  25  through  December  6, 
Some  markets  reported  shortages  of  higher  quality  eggs,  and  also  upgrading. 
In  general,  however,  the  supply  of  and  demand  for  eggs  were  fairly  well 
equalized  at  ceiling  levels. 

Withdrawals  of  Frozen  Eggs  Far  Below 
Recent  Years 

The  out-of-st orage  movement  of  frozen  eggs  d^oring  October  was  23  milli&jr. 
pounds,  about  one-third  of  the  preceding  three  Octobers,    Accounting  largely 
for  the  sharp  decrease  compared  with  recent  years  was  the  reduction  in  the 
requirements  of  forzen  eggs  for  dehydrating  purposes.  .  In  October  I9U3  and 
19^^,  approximately  30  million  pounds  of  frc  zen  eggs  were  used  in  drying. 

Shell  egg  stocks  on 'November  1,  of  1.7  million  cases,  continues  the 
lowest  on  record.     Of  this  quantity,  about  500,000  cases  are  G-overnment  owned. 
Commercial  stocks  are  1.2  million  cases,  about  one-half  of  last  year  and  only 
about  one-third  of  the  prewar  November  1  average. 


On  IToveaber  1  dried  egg  stocks  totaled  28  million  -pounds,  77  lAillion 
pounds  "belovr  l-ovembor  1,  19^^.     Since  January  1  of  this  ,vear,  stocks  iaa.vo  been 
reduced  sooutSO  million  porjids,  bec"uso  of  the  large  s'hipmeirt-s-  b-y-the- Depart-nijent- 
of  Agriculture  to  fulfill  lend-lease,  needs,  . 


Table  1,—  Storage- hoi  din^^s  -  of  .-eggs  and.  egg  products',  specified  dates 
,     -         .    (Shell  egg  equi-valcnt) 


t 

Year  . 

Shell 

• 

Irozen 

:  Dried 

'Sept.  l|Oct.  1 

|l''ov.  1 

•  • 

|S'ept,  I'Oct.  1 

•  • 

.'Kov.  1 

;Sept.  i;0ct.  1 

•  • 

!iov..  1 

:  1,000 

1,000 

•1,000 

l-,000 

1,000 

1,000  • 

1,000  1,000 

1,000 

5  cases 

cases 

ca.scs 

■  c?.5  es 

Cases 

cases 

cases  oases 

CPSCS 

Average 

1937-^1 

.  6,S60 

'  ■5.7^7 

^,-058 

3.675 

3,19.0 

19!+^ 

:  9,^10 

,.'  3, 26s 

■  7,4U5 

,9,^:^10 

8, 3  68 

.  .'7-,445 

10,957  10.086 

10,41;9 

I9U5  • 

:  4,771 

3.934 

1,672. 

5,8l4 

5,419 

U,so6. 

2,1^51  ,  2,006 

2;  761 

Civilian  S-g^j-pi j p ^  of  Poultry 

Meat  -'-'^ear  Record 

Available  in.lications  "Doint  to  near  record" -ooultry  meat  sutj^lies.,  in- 
cluding turl^:e:/,  for'  civilians,  during  October  and  November.     Receipts  of  poultry 
at  the  Midwest  Primary,  i-^.rkets  on  a  per  plant  basis,  for  the  4-week  -oeriod 
'ending  I^ovembe'r  10,  vere  19' percent-  above  1944  and  12  percent  below  1943.  Hov;- 
eA^er,"in  1943  and  194^1  la,rge  Army  procurement  vas  taking  -place,     -.lis  j^ear  a 
much  smaller  -prcport  ion- cf  the  surjplies  are.  being  riurchased  by  the  armed  forces* 

SupiDlies  in -the  large  termina.l  m?jrkets  were  . at  record  lev -Is,    'Receipt-s  " 
of  dres^Sed  poultry  at  the  ^->principal  mo.rkets  for  the  first  3  v/eeks'  "in  November 
a^'-eraged  24  million  pound.s,  almost  double  those  of  1944,  and  59  percent  above 
recei-Dts  in  .19i+ 3*  ■  However,  a  large  portiorJ  Of  '  this  increase  is  probably  due 
to  larger  marketing  of  turkeys.  .  ;'  •  \;  ' .  «••  •  • 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  chicken  have' declined  from- the  all-time 
peak  reached  in  mid-August.— 28, 6.  cents  per  potind~and  in  mid-October  averaged 
4.3  cents  less.     This  sharp  decline  v.ras  due  to  a'  substant ial' reduction  in 
Army  procurement  and  increased  supplies  of  red  meat*.    At  present,'  quotations 
on  som.e  grades  and  weights' are  moderately  below  ceilings.     Hcwever,  prices  for 
fov'l  are  a.t  or  near  ceiling  levels,  ."-.l.c  ...  .,,      .  .  , 

■.'  A  record  prcductibn  of  tnrkeymo-t-,  tcatatively  indicated  at  650'  tb  '675 
million  pounds,  accomp-'hied  ".y  a  sh^rp^reducfioh"  ih  armed  force  procurement , 
will  le-.vc  a  record!.. su-jply  avail  ble  for  civilians,    -Civilian  su-o^lics  will  , 
probably  be  ne.ar ..^..pounds  per  caT)ita,  compared  with^-about  "^-1/4  -Dounds  in  the 
previous  two  years,  and,  2.^.6.  pounds  aver  .ago' in  -the '■pre<«'^r  years. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for,  turkey  me-^t  have  declined  somewhat  I'rom 
the  :high  levels  reached  late  last  ye-,r.  •■  The  .•nid-Octbber.Srice;  •\iras  32.,5  cents 
Toer '-pound,  1,1  cents  .  below  that"  of  aiid-Sept ember  and  2.1  cents.' below  the-all- 
time  high  reached  in  December  194U,    Whcles-le'prices  ■  of  b'irds.  in  the  family  ■ 
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size  classes,  belov/  l6  Dounds,  -are  selling  at  ceiling  levels.    However,  hep.vy 
tirds  are  "being  discounted,  nnd  wholesale  quotations  are  substantially  below 
ceilings. 

Into-Stora^Tc  Mov  ement  of  Poultry  During; 
October  at  All-time  Ki^^h 

lotal  in-mov ement  of  poultry  during  October  v/^s  77  million  pounds, 
21  million  oounds  above  that  of  last  year  and  laore  than  triple  the  in-movement 
in  the  prew-,,r  -(xriod,  1937-^1*     Especially  pronounced  were  increases  in  fowl 
and  turkey.    The  into-Btorpge  inovor-ient  of  poultry '.In  iTo^^mber  ,  cont  inued-at 
record  rfitofe.  ■     ^  . 


Total  ^^tocks  of  frozen  'poultry  on  November  1,  excluding  turkeys,  were 
192  million  pounds,  slightly  above  those  of  last  year, 

Stocics  of  .turkey  v^ere  U2  million  pounds,  equal  to  last  year's  record 
for  November  1,     ^fith  a  smaller  proportion  Grovernraent-o^-'ned,  commercial  stocks 
exceeded  any  previous  yc  r  licv-mbGr  1, 


Comma rci-'l  Rat chings. Continue  at 
High  L ov el 


Table  2.-  Storage 

holdings  of  poultry,  specified  dates 

I'ionth 

•  G-overnment 

•  Non-G-overnment 

and  J 

Total 

•  holdings 

•  holdings 

Year 

.     1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb. 

1.000  Ib.- 

Oct. 

1,  1937-^1  av. 

:  7^,^71+ 

74.474 

Nov. 

1,  1937-i+l  av. 

■  95,073 

95/'^73 

Oct. 

1,  19^^^ 

•  137,959 

51.129 

136,830 

Nov , 

1,  19U|^           1  2i|i]-,075 

S7,399 

156,676 

Oct. 

1,  1945 

'  157,077 

84,219 

72.85s 

Nov. 

1,  19U5 

233,954 

b4,5s4 

169,360 

Output  of  -  baby  chicks  by  commercial  hatcheries  during  October  continued 
at  a  record  level,  and  42  million  birds  were  produced,  43  percent  abo^ec  last 
year  a.nd  5  percent  above  the  r^revious  19^3  record.     Despite  the  declines  in 
prices  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  and  broilers,  production  of  chicks 
for  meat  -nurposes  vras  not  seriously  iJfected.  . 

In  the  first  10  months  of  the  year,  commercial  hatchery  output  was 
1,523  million  birds,  slightly  below  the  record  in  19^3  ^-^^  ^5  percent  above 
1^44.    Most  of  this  increase  compared  v/ith  19^3  ^''^^  "iu-s  'to  the  strong  demand 
for  chicken  me').t.    As  an  indication,  the  number  of  chicks  raised  in  19^5 
was  only  10  p-Tcent  above  that  of  19^^,  yet  hatchery  rrodaction  was  almost 
25  percent  above  the  1944  level. 


I 


